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COMMITTEE FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF AUSTRALIA —  
METRONET PRECINCTS AND PERTH’S FUTURE 

Statement by Minister for Housing 
MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Housing) [9.10 am]: I rise to inform the house of a very welcome 
reception by WA’s building and development industry, as well as other stakeholders from local government 
organisations, to a joint address by my friend and colleague the Minister for Transport; Planning and me at 
a Committee for Economic Development of Australia breakfast yesterday. Minister Saffioti and I were asked to 
address the topic of Metronet precincts and the future of Perth, and I am very pleased to say that the large audience 
was riveted by what we had to say about how the McGowan government is delivering in this area. 
I commend Minister Saffioti on condensing her presentation of a very complex issue—the rollout of Metronet—
into a 10 minute-ish description, complete with slides, of what we have done to date, where we are currently placed 
and how the future will unfold in terms of delivering an integrated transport network that will improve community 
connectivity, create thousands of jobs and generate unprecedented economic activity. 
Linking Metronet’s substantial investment in Perth’s public transport network with well-planned, mixed-use urban 
centres will enable better places and spaces for people to live, work and play, and for vibrant and supported 
communities to develop and thrive. This success will be underpinned by effective collaboration between the public, 
private and not-for-profit sectors to maximise economic and social outcomes. The state government and 
specifically my office and the Department of Communities are looking closely at where we can contribute to early 
activation of the Metronet precincts through market-leading developments and infrastructure. 
There has never been a better time to enter into productive partnerships that will improve housing affordability 
outcomes, deliver more and better housing options for the rental market and develop social capital. Strategic early 
development will set the right environment for growth, help build critical population and amenity and, perhaps 
most importantly, de-risk private sector participation. Examples of areas where we are looking to lead and form 
strong partnerships include, but are not limited to, Forrestfield, by early activation and ensuring the integrity of 
the site for future development; Bayswater, by activating government landholdings to ensure the development of 
a vibrant community; and Subiaco, which is ready and willing to play a strategic role in this exciting area of 
opportunity. The McGowan government’s affordable housing action plan includes increasing the target of 
30 000 housing opportunities for people on low to moderate incomes to more than 35 000 by 2020 and investing 
in new construction that will support $2.3 billion in economic activity and almost 6 000 jobs. The very strong 
message we are sending to the industry is that we are open for business and willing to work with the private sector 
to make our Metronet precincts a reality and to deliver an enduring benefit to Perth and to Western Australia. 
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